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In a profound, funny, and beautifully rendered portrait of a beloved companion, best-selling novelist

Dean Koontz remembers the golden retriever who changed his life. A retired service dog, Trixie was

three when Dean and his wife, Gerda, welcomed her into their home. She was superbly trained, but

her greatest gifts couldn't be taught: her keen intelligence, her innate joy, and an uncanny knack for

living in the moment. Whether chasing a tennis ball or protecting those she loved, Trixie gave all she

had to everything she did, inspiring Dean and Gerda to trust their instincts and recapture a sense of

wonder that will remain with them always. Trixie lived fewer than 12 years; in this wide world, she

was a little thing. But in every way that mattered, she lived a big life.
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As any writer will tell you, the most difficult thing to write about convincingly, without being

excessively sentimental, is the transformative nature of love in all its dimensions. In the hands of an

inept writer, the subject inspires unintended hilarity, ripe for parody. But in the hands of a writer who

has spent a lifetime honing his craft and explicating it in novels, as Dean Koontz has done, the

prose will sing and soar in an exultation of joy.Joy is Trixie.Trixie, adopted by Dean and Gerda

Koontz, is at the heart of this book: We learn how Trixie came into and became an inextricable part

of their lives; and then, by her untimely departure, made them realize that relationship, that "dance"

(as Jan Strnad put it), was such an enriching and uplifting life experience. To Dean and Gerda,

Trixie Koontz was an angelic entity who, by example, deepened and enriched their lives; she



constantly reminded them about all the things in life that truly matter: experiences and trust and the

deepening bond of friendship that blossoms into love and, finally, heartbreak when Trixie died. (Yes,

they adopted another Golden Retriever, who actually is in Trixie's family tree. Small world.)Dean is

an exquisitely careful writer who, to my mind, has probed deep into the timeless relationship that we

have with our canine companions that live for one purpose: to experience, and share, joy. It's a joy

that Dean and Gerda nearly missed out on because, as they explained, they were busy with their

lives and careers and didn't want to be irresponsible and not give the dog the attention she

deserved. Finally, they realized that -- as in all things in life -- the perfect time to take action is NOW:

not next month, not next year, or not ten years down the road when you "have the time.
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